Small cell carcinoma of the cervix: a clinical and flow-cytometric study.
The clinical course of 14 patients diagnosed with small cell carcinoma of the cervix (SCC) was reviewed and compared to that of 37 cases of undifferentiated large cell nonkeratonizing carcinoma (LCNK). We observed the following differences between the two: SCC patients had a higher incidence of pelvic wall involvement and distant metastasis; the development of progressive disease was more frequent in SCC than in LCNK patients; median survival time was 9 months in SCC and 40 months in LCNK patients; flow cytometry revealed aneuploidy in all SCC and in 30% of the LCNK patients; the mean DNA index was 2.24 in SCC, significantly higher than in LCNK (1.15). DNA index in cases of SCC was related to survival time. SCC of the cervix is an extremely aggressive tumor, even when compared to other undifferentiated cervical cancers. Aneuploidy is a consistent feature and thus helpful for diagnosis. Due to the wide range of values, the DNA index cannot be used for diagnostic purposes, but it is of prognostic importance in SCC cases.